


NOVEMBER PTA HAPPENINGS 
  
 
It’s hard to believe we’re in our ninth week of school.  The students have already had school 
pictures, fieldtrips, progress reports, two Character Counts assemblies, and the HMS Book 
Fair.  
 
I would like to thank all the parents, faculty, administrators and community members who 
have supported the PTA with their memberships, direct donations and volunteer help.  For 
families who haven’t already joined the PTA or given to the direct donation campaign, 
it’s not too late.  Simply log onto www.herefordmiddlepta.org and click on the appropri-
ate links.  For your convenience, we are now accepting Pay-
Pal.  Should you or your child wish to purchase a student 
directory, you must download forms from the website and 
send them in immediately.  Hurry, extra directories will 
not be available this year!   
 
Please mark your calendar now to celebrate American Education Week, November 16-20.  
The Guidance Department will host the 7th grade Career Day on November 20th.  Hereford 
Middle’s Annual Turkey Trot is scheduled for November 23, 2009. 
 

HMS is making the news.  On October 21, 2009 The Baltimore Sun vis-
ited Mr. Doepken’s Agriscience classroom to report on its professional 
landscape design software purchased largely in part by your PTA.  Here-
ford Middle School has the only middle school Agriscience program in the 
state.  For story details, visit: (http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/
education/bal- md.co.hereford21oct21,0,3748485.story) 
 

HMS-PTA proudly announces the debut of WHMS TV on October 20, 2009.  Now you can 
view the daily morning announcement by visiting (www.schooltube.com/user/hmsTV) 
The Character Counts trait for November is Citizenship.  Do your share to make your school 
and community better • Cooperate • Get involved in community affairs • Stay informed; 
vote • Be a good neighbor • Obey laws and rules • Respect authority • Protect the environ-
ment . 
 
As always, you are cordially invited to attend our next PTA meeting on November 3, 2009 at 
6:00 PM; I am interested in hearing from you.  My email address is 
cindykobbe@hotmail.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
Cindy Kobbe  
PTA President, 2009-2010 



“HEREFORD HAS HEART” 
 

Each month the Character Counts Committee will be recognizing students who demonstrate 
good character.  The “Hereford Has Heart” awards will be given to students for exhibiting 
the values of the Character Counts program, which includes honesty, good decision making, 
compassion, perseverance, cooperation, responsibility, self-discipline and citizenship. 
 
September 2009 Awardees: 
 
Nick P., Grace T., Jason A., Rachel K., Jordan R., Ashley G., Kaylee Z., Billy B., Ryan R., 
Sherill S. (twice!), Mike M., Mateo W., Asia L., Malcolm J. 
 

Mark Your Calendar:   
 
The American Red Cross will be 
holding a blood drive on Friday, 
January 29, 2010 at Hereford Mid-
dle School from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.   

HMS LIBRARY GIFT FUND
  

 
Are you looking for a unique way to recog-
nize your child on their birthday?  A contri-
bution to the Hereford Middle School Li-
brary Gift Fund is a meaningful way to 
honor their special day.  For a $25.00 dona-
tion, a new book will be purchased for the 
school library and inscribed with your 
child’s name and any other personal mes-
sage you’d like to include.  Your child will 
be the first to borrow and enjoy this new 
book and the book’s inscription will pro-
vide a lasting tribute to them. 
 
A letter will be sent home during your 
child’s birthday month.  Please look for it 
and if you have any questions, please con-
tact Chris Carpenter at 410-357-8214 or 
ccarpenter49@comcast.net.  Thank you! 
 
 

The Front Office is experiencing an 
enormous number of parent phone calls 
requesting changes in afternoon dis-
missal procedures for their child(ren).  
We do understand that emergencies 
arise and will attend to those requests 
for change in parent pickup, early dis-
missals, etc.  When at all possible and 
before your youngster leaves for 
school, please discuss with your child 
and forward in a written note for any 
afternoon transportation change(s).  We 
are trying very hard to keep interrup-
tions to instruction to a minimum dur-
ing the school day.  Thank you very 
much for your help with this.     





HMS Engineering Club Updates: 
 
The Engineer club is all about problem solving, teamwork, and technology.  We are comprised of four Engineer 
teams and are  preparing for the December 5th BCPS Robotics tournament at Sollers Point High School.  The com-
petition is an all day event with middle and high schools participating in the activity.  Over 40 teams are entered in 
the program.  Come out and cheer us on! 
 
Our teams meet in Mr. Dodd-o’s high school lab every Wednesday afternoon and works with Hereford High School 
student mentors using very sophisticated VEX robotic kits. 
 
Also a big thank you goes out to the HMS PTA for their gracious assistance in funding our club!   
Engineering Club Robotics Teams 

 
 
You can check out more about our club at our web page 
http://putnam4herefordms.pbworks.com/Engineering-Club 
Mr. Putnam, Advisor 
 
WHMS is on the “Air” 
 
Hereford Middle School now has a TV studio.  Our TV student crew has been practicing and are scheduled to begin 
beaming the morning announcements live to homerooms through the school computer network.  Homerooms will 
watch the announcements via the teachers’ computer projectors.  For now, we will be doing “TV” announcements 
once a week, typically Tuesdays.  Parents can watch announcements on the internet!  Each week’s show will be 
posted online.  To watch the shows online, click on  the link, or copy and paste into your browser -  
http://www.schooltube.com/user/hmsTV.   This link is also on the school’s website front page. 
We will also post daily “rehearsal” shows.  These are not sent out to homerooms but have many of the important 
daily announcements that will help parents be more informed. 
Another big thank you goes out to the HMS PTA for their gracious assistance in funding this endeavor! 
 
Mrs. Brown, Advisor 
Mr. Putnam, Advisor 
 
 

HMS-6 HMS-7 HMS-8 Hybrid_HMS 

 William F 
Olivia M 
Kyle W 
David R 
Alicia K 
Rebecca H 

 Adam D 
Sean M 
Christopher H 
Tyler S 
Josh B 

Jacob R 

Forrest G 
Maurice E 
Harrison H 
Chris P 

Justin S 

Roger S 

Malcolm J 

Tyree L 



HEREFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
 

November, 2009 
 
  5 First Marking Period ends 
  6 Assessment/Professional Development Day 
  (SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR STUDENTS) 
 11 Rescheduled Baby Bull Run (tentative) 
       16-20 American Education Week: 
   16th - Surenda’s 6th grade students visitation 
   17th - Collins’ 6th grade students visitation 
   18th - McCardell’s 6th grade students visitation 
                         Grade 7 visitation 
   19th - Grade 8 visitation 
 19 Report Cards distributed 
 20 Grade 7 Career Day 
 23 Turkey Trot, 2:30-4:00 p.m., Phys. Ed. Dept. 
       26-27 Thanksgiving Holiday (SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED) 
 
 

December, 2009 
 
  3 Interim Reports distributed 
  8 Winter Concert (Band), 5:00-9:00 p.m. @ HHS 
  9 Winter Concert (Chorus), 5:00-9:00 p.m. @ HHS 
 16 Winter Concert (Orchestra), 5:00-9:00 p.m. @ HHS 
 17 Parent Conferences, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
        17-22 8th Grade Vision & Hearing Screening, Health Suite 
  12/24-1/1 Winter Holiday (SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED) 
 
 

January, 2010 
 
  4 Schools Reopen 
 12 8th Grade Vision & Hearing re-tests, Health Suite 
 18 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday observed 
  (SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED) 
 28 Second Marking Period ends 
 29 Assessment/Professional Development Day 
  (SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR STUDENTS) 
 


